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June 2013

Realising the Rights of Ethnic Minority Women in Northern Ireland

This document provides a summary of recommendations to eliminate 
discrimination against ethnic minority women in Northern Ireland (NI), 
this work is part of an extensive grass roots participatory process that included;

• over 16 CEDAW focus groups with ethnic minority women across (NI)
• over 450 CEDAW questionnaire responses from ethnic minority women in NI
• a CEDAW conference in Belfast with over 70 participants
• an independent scoping study in to the protection of ethnic minority 

women experiencing domestic violence in NI 
• a research report in to the experiences of ethnic minority women living in NI

The findings of this work will be presented by a delegation of ethnic minority
women from NI at the  United Nations Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women hearing in Geneva in July 2013



Meet the delega�on:

for further informa�on on any of the issues contained within this report please approach the 
following delegates;

Barbara Purcell is a community
ac�vist and an Irish Traveller
community member, she has

extensive experience in 
working Irish Travellers.

Maneka Tohani is comple�ng a
PhD thesis on how the Roma 

community can access their rights
to educa�on, healthcare and 
welfare in Northern Ireland. 

She is the Project Officer for Black
and Ethnic Minority groups with

Ards Borough council in NI.

Mimi Unamoyo is the secretary 
of the Northern Ireland 

Community of Refugees and 
Asylum Seekers, she is a 

founding members of the 
Congo Support Project 

in NI.

Karolina Winiecka-Morgan 
is the Black and Minority Ethnic

Family Support Worker with
Barnardo's Tuar Ceatha Project in

NI, she co-ordinates a variety 
of ethnic minority mother and

toddler groups.

Yasmin Malik is a former policy 
intern with NICEM, she is an 

ac�ve member of the NI Muslim
Family Associa�on and she is 

currently comple�ng a law degree
at Queens University Belfast. 

Helena Macormac is the 
Strategic Advocacy Project 

Manager with NICEM, 
she a�ended the 2008 CEDAW

hearing on behalf of NICEM

Karen McLaughlin is the 
Legal Policy Officer 

with NICEM
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